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Whistlestop tour “An overWhelming success”

�

NatioNal FalleN FireFighters FouNda-
tioN Press release
Chief Ronald Siarnicki, Executive Director of 

the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation an-
nounced that the America’s Fire Heroes Whistle-
stop Tour was an overwhelming success.  The tour 
concluded on Saturday, May 12th with an event in 
Framingham, MA. 
The purpose of the tour was to raise awareness 

of the 16 Firefighters Life Safety Initiatives. The 
initiatives, developed by the Fire Service Leader-
ship in 2004, are the “blue print” for reducing line 
of duty injures and deaths. 
The tour gained national media coverage as it 

crossed the country sending the message “Every-
one Goes Home”.  The tour began in San Francis-
co on April 5th and made 20 official stops in major 
cities across the country.  The tour bus, wrapped 
with graphic images of firefighters and the names 
of 3,147 firefighters who were killed in the line of 
duty (see picture to left), was designed to honor 
those who had paid the ultimate price and to de-
liver the message of the Firefighter Life Safety Ini-
tiatives Program, “Everyone Goes Home”.
The tour events, attended by thousands of fire-

fighters and the general public, included fire de-
partment honor guards, pipe and drum bands, and 
speeches given by local dignitaries. The highlight 
of each stop was the presentation made by the 
survivors. Survivors are loved ones who are left 
behind as result of a firefighter line of duty death. 
“Stop after stop firefighters remarked how these 

moving presentations inspired them to think more 
about safety and their daily activities on the job” 
noted Chief Ronald Siarnicki, Executive Director.
Hal Bruno, Chairman, National Fallen Firefight-

ers Foundation, said “this tour was a great suc-
cess and captured the essence of what the Foun-
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this program is made possible through 
the efforts of the
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Whistlestop tour “An overWhelming success” 
(continued from page �)
dation stands for, honoring those who have died in 
the line of duty and learning from the lessons they 
left behind.” 
In conjunction with the tour, the Courage to Be Safe 

… So Everyone Goes Home training class was held 
at each stop.  This provocative and moving class-
room presentation is designed to change the culture 
of accepting the loss of firefighters as a normal oc-
currence. Over three hundred firefighters completed 
this training program over the course of the tour.

An archive of photos of the tour can be found at 
www.everyonegoeshome.com/whistlestop. This 
website had more than two million hits during the 
period of the tour.  
This tour was made possible through a grant by 

the Dunkin’ Brands Community Foundation and the 
Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives Program, funded 
by grants from the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and the generosity of Fireman’s Fund Insurance 
Company.

everyone goes home® progrAm lAunches sAfety through 
leAdership
NatioNal FalleN FireFighters FouNda-
tioN Press release 
Emmitsburg, MD -- The National Fallen Firefighters 

Foundation announced the graduation of 40 Compa-
ny Level Fire Officers from the first Safety Through 
Leadership (STL) Program. The program was con-
ducted at the University of Richmond, at the Virginia 
Fire Officer Academy, on June 16-20, 2007 in Rich-
mond, Virginia.
More than 120 Fire Officers from across the state 

applied for the 40 class slots available.  Those se-
lected to attend represented all geographic areas of 
Virginia, including metropolitan areas, rural areas, 
and suburban communities. Students from Virginia 
were elected by their respective departments. In ad-
dition, six students from other regions of the United 
States were selected to attend. The students came 
from career, volunteer, and combination depart-
ments.
“If we are going to reduce line of duty deaths we 

must ensure we have effective leaders.  This pro-
gram is designed to provide the training necessary 
for leaders to be effective” said Hal Bruno, Chairman 
of the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation Board 
of Directors.
The development of Safety Through Leadership 

was funded by a Fire Act Grant awarded to the Na-
tional Fallen Firefighters Foundation for their Fire-
fighter Life Safety Initiatives Program known nation-
ally as the Everyone Goes Home (EGH) program. 
The project is managed by Dr. JoEllen Kelly, in col-
laboration with the Virginia Fire Chief Association’s 
Company Officers Section under the direction of 
Lt. Tony McDowell.  Support was provided by the 
Virginia Department of Fire Programs and Richard 
Leatherman, PhD Adjunct Faculty with the presti-
gious Jepson School of Leadership at the University 
of Richmond.
The STL curriculum focused on improved lead-

ership techniques, accountability, and the culture 
change required to improve firefighter safety and im-
plementation of the 16 Firefighter Life Safety Initia-
tives. Modules of the program included: the impact 
of the leader’s attitude on safety, employee coach-
ing techniques, correcting unsafe behaviors, crew 
resource management, and dealing with employee 
stress. Students were required to deal with leader-
ship challenges, by participating in role playing sce-
narios with actors.
Students were required to confront common sta-

tion-level issues that contribute to line of duty deaths 
and injuries, including: improper use of seat belts, 
cavalier attitudes toward safety, and lack of personal 

http://www.everyonegoeshome.com/whistlestop
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accountability for safety.
Faculty members of the academy included Buddy 

Martinette, Hanover County (VA) Assistant County 
Administrator (and former Lynchburg, VA, Fire Chief); 
Tim Sendelbach, Instructor; John Salka, FDNY Bat-
talion Chief; Dennis Keane, Virginia Beach (VA) Bat-
talion Chief; Paul Lesage, Tualatin Valley (OR) As-
sistant Chief; John Sullivan Worcester (MA) District 
Chief; and Cathy Hedrick, National Fallen Firefight-
ers Foundation Director of Survivor Programs, and 
dozens of other staff, role players and planners.
A Train-The-Trainer (TTT) program will be devel-

oped and presented by the Everyone Goes Home 

Program Team. The TTT will be designed to enable 
other training organizations to leverage the Safety 
through Leadership program in developing their own 
leadership programs. The TTT will be conducted in 
the first quarter of 2008. Those interested in attend-
ing should send an e-mail to info@everyonegoe-
shome.com with a subject line of STL T-T-T.
For more information on the Life Safety Initiatives 

Program, the Everyone Goes Home Program, or the 
National Fallen Firefighters Foundation please call 
1-877-EGH-0361, visit www.everyonegoeshome.
com, or email info@everyonegoeshome.com.

everyone goes home® progrAm lAunches sAfety 
through leAdership (continued from page �)
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report on 5 firefighter deAths fAults decision mAking 
By gillian Flaccus
assoCiated Press
YUCAIPA – A federal-state investigation into why 

five U.S. Forest Service firefighters were fatally 
burned in an arson wildfire last fall found Tuesday 
that there was a “loss of situational awareness” and 
command decisions to try to protect structures un-
derestimated risk. 
“The human elements are critical factors in the 

evaluation of this investigation,” said the report on 
the so-called Esperanza Fire. “A risky decision or a 
series of risky decisions appear to have contributed 
to this dangerous situation from which there was no 
room for error.” 
AdvertisementFamilies of the fallen firefighters 

were shown the report before its release, said U.S. 
Forest Service spokesman Matt Mathes. 
The Esperanza Fire was ignited on Oct. 26, 2006, 

and was spread by fierce Santa Ana winds. The five 
firefighters and their engine were overrun by flames 
as they tried to protect a house in a mountain com-
munity about 90 miles east of Los Angeles. The blaze 
eventually charred more than 60 square miles. 
U.S. Forest Service Chief Forester Gail Kimbell told 

a press conference there were two “causal factors” 
involving the tragedy. 
“There was a loss of situational awareness con-

cerning the dangers associated with potential fire 
behavior ... while in a complex urban wildland situa-
tion,” Kimbell said. 
Decisions by command officers and supervisors to 

try to protect buildings also was a causal factor, Kim-
bell said. 
“They underestimated, accepted or misjudged the 

risk to firefighter safety,” Kimbell said. 
Gary Helmer, the U.S. Forest Service’s safety and 

occupational health manager, said that the chief for-
ester will now review a safety action plan developed 
from the investigation’s findings and could sign it as 
early as this week. 
Asked if the plan will include a recommendation to 

not do structure protection, Helmer replied: “Every 
situation is different. We’re not going to carte blanche 
say we’re not going to do structural fire protection.” 
Officials with the U.S. Forest Service and the Cali-

fornia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
refused to answer questions about the contents of 
the report or to elaborate on the findings. They only 
answered questions about the procedure of the in-
vestigation and follow-up. 
“When we lose an employee in the line of duty, we 

all feel we have lost one of our own. The pain is very 
great. Safety is the high priority for the U.S. Forest 
Service and it will always be,” said Kimbell. “I hope 
I never have to meet with family members under 
these circumstances again.” 
Firefighters Jason McKay, 27; Jess McLean, 27; 

Daniel Hoover-Najera, 20; Mark Loutzenhiser, 43, 
and Pablo Cerda, 23, were overrun by flames on 
Oct. 26 while protecting a home in Twin Pines. McK-
ay, McLean and Hoover-Najera died at the scene. 
Loutzenhiser died several hours later and Cerda 
died several days later. Some 10,000 people attend-
ed their memorial service. 
Raymond Lee Oyler, a 36-year-old auto mechanic, 

is charged with five counts of first-degree murder, 17 
counts of using an incendiary device and 23 counts 
of arson between May 16 and Oct. 26, 2006, the day 
the Esperanza Fire broke out. He was arrested Oct. 
31, 2006. 
Al Matecko, U.S. Forest Service public and legisla-

tive affairs representative for the Pacific Northwest 
region, said a copy of the report was given to the 
Riverside County district attorney on Tuesday. He 
said state law prevented him from commenting on 
the report as long as a criminal case was pending.
“We don’t want to prejudice the court case in any 

way, shape, or form. We don’t want to do that,” he 
said.

feAture Article
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residentiAl sprinkler issue

hot topics

Courtesy of deputy Chief William goldfeder, eFo
www.FirefighterCloseCalls.com
Well, the FIRE service was not successful (THIS 

TIME!) in being able to produce the majority of 2/3 
vote needed to obtain approval of Public Comment 
#1 to make residential sprinklers part of the code. 
We had a majority in the initial vote to defeat the 
committee’s recommendation but were only able to 
muster a majority of about 55 to 45 for the motion to 
modify with comment 1. 
Reports are that we had about an equal split of 

people at the conference voting between builders, 
building officials and the fire protection industry. So 
it was tough to reach that 2/3 vote threshold. But (in 
the words of a USFA Official) “wow...what a national 
effort it was”!! 
And although it didn’t pass this time, the efforts for 

next year are already underway and we will share 
that info as soon as it is available.
We spoke to several firefighters who are in Roches-

ter this week and they advised that one PROBLEM 
is “FIRE people” who spoke against residential fire 
sprinklers. Naturally, those folks have “alternative” 
personal and selfish interests. Sure, this is a free 
country but when we look deep to find out why, the 
facts come out. Heck, there was one fire district in 
Mehlville, Missouri who actually passed a resolution 
AGAINST residential sprinklers.
Their Board of Directors issued a resolution for-

mally OPPOSING mandatory fire sprinklers in new 
residential one and two-family homes. In addition to 
opposing, we have been advised that they have also 
‘urged’ the District’s delegates (their career dissipa-
tion lights glowing red) to vote against all proposals 
related to the matter while in attendance at the meet-
ings in Rochester this week....or any other meetings 
that the ICC has.  
It has been reported that their local homebuilders 

association (St. Louis area), their members and 
political action committee had given thousands of 
dollars to the campaign of the current FIRE DIS-
TRICT Board members in recent elections. That 

same Board also voted to eliminate the District’s in-
spections on all new residential one and two-family 
homes. Reminder: this is a FIRE Department Board. 
And of course, they have a right to do what they 
think is best. But for who? Who are elected officials 
supposed to represent?
I admit that I fantasize a lot...and I don’t know where 

you come from, but in my silly world, fire board Di-
rectors, Commissioners and Trustees are supposed 
to look out for what’s best for the citizens and the 
firefighters-from a FIRE protection standpoint. Sup-
posed to do whatever it takes to prevent or put out 
FIRES. Simple mission. Complicated process.
Another question might be that perhaps the rea-

son some “homebuilding people” (and their closest 
of friends) across the USA fight against residential 
sprinklers is the value of a house that burns down. 
‘Cause...when a house burns down, it gets rebuilt. If 
houses gets sprinklered, they won’t burn down but 
there will still be a loss....to the builders. They won’t 
make money if the house doesn’t burn down. That’s 
a financial loss to them. Ya see, they push the is-
sue of using smoke detectors...that way, they think 
they can sleep at night knowing the people inside 
get out when the detectors sound...but the house is 
still burning...so they get to re-build it. Nifty. 
Risk to firefighters operating interior at a light weight 

wood truss involved house searching for kids? 
Nahh...”that’s the firefighters jobs” Need a response 
to that? Go to this Firehouse.com article: 
http://cms.firehouse.com/content/article/article.jsp?

sectionId=39&id=54297
Forget the good stuff in that house like kids (or your 

kids, your grand kids, your parents...you know-those 
people whose pictures are on your desk, in your wal-
let, on your walls)... 
.....the issue is the VALUE of rebuilding the home...

a multi-billion dollar industry....and that’s what the 
FIRE service is up against, again, next year. We dun’ 
pretty good this year...wait ‘til next year.
Need MORE information: listen to this Fire Engi-

neering PodCast:

http://www.FirefighterCloseCalls.com
http://cms.firehouse.com/content/article/article.jsp?
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residentiAl sprinkler issue (continued from page 5)
http://www.fireengineering.com/podcasts/podcast-

Details.html?id=429
....as well as this PodCast from Firehouse.com:

http://dynamic.firehouse.com/broadcast/category/
fire-marshals-corner/

 

Courtesy of Katherine hibbs
life safety initiatives Program Coordinator
The National Fallen Firefighters Foundation Life Safety Initiatives Pro-

gram is pleased to announce that Franklin W. Wilson II has been selected 
as a Washington State Advocate.  In this position Mr. Wilson will be re-
sponsible for training, working with the State Fire Departments to increase 
awareness of the 16 Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives, and to be the ears 
and eyes for the national program supporting the Foundation’s mission of 
reducing line of duty deaths through implementation of best practices. 
“I want to make a difference, I want to educate my brothers and sisters 

to interpret the phrase “Everyone Goes Home” to be more than words, but 
a philosophy of behaviors and attitudes that are balanced with aggressive 
training and education to reduce and hopefully someday eliminate unnec-
essary injuries and fatalities in the fire service,” said Franklin Wilson.
The 16 Firefighter Life Safety Initiatives Program was developed by more 

than 200 fire service representatives who assembled in Tampa to focus on 
how to prevent line-of-duty deaths.  This summit was held on March 10 - 11, 2004.  Since then, this group has met 
several times to develop strategies to make the fire service industry a safer place and to create an educational 
program for everyone to use.
Richard A. Marinucci, Project Manager of the Life Safety Initiatives Advocate Program said “We expect Frank to 

be an asset to this program, and he will join a group of other state advocates who are all dedicated to the same 
mission, improving the fire service industry to reduce the number of line-of-duty deaths.”
Frank Wilson is currently a station captain with the Central Kitsap Fire & Rescue located in Silverdale, Wash-

ington. Frank has been with this department for thirteen years. This summer, Frank will be graduating with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Fire Service Administration from Western Oregon University.  Frank is also a part of the 
faculty with the Olympic Community College in Bremerton, Washington where he teaches Fire Science and Fire 
Officer Courses.
The Life Safety Initiatives Team is pleased to welcome Frank Wilson to the program.  For more information on 

the Everyone Goes Home Program please visit www.everyonegoeshom.com or call 1.877.344.0361.

WAshington nAmes stAte AdvocAte 
for life sAfety initiAtives progrAm

http://www.fireengineering.com/podcasts/podcast-Details.html?id=429
http://www.fireengineering.com/podcasts/podcast-Details.html?id=429
http://dynamic.firehouse.com/broadcast/category
http://www.everyonegoeshom.com
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Courtesy of Firehief.com - Mike love
Chiefs, Codes & Sprinklers
By Mike Love at 3:39 pm, 06/19/2007
I struggled a bit in writing this blog because I kept 

having mixed feelings about wanting to report the 
residential sprinkler initiative and promote fire chief 
involvement in the development of building and fire 
codes in the same paper. So what I allowed to hap-
pen with this writing is a mix of the two. Sometimes 
you cannot separate inter-related subjects as each 
depends on the other for background or linked infor-

mation, so I’ll let you try to sort it out. In an earlier 
blog I wrote about the residential sprinkler initiative 
that was being proposed to the International Resi-
dential Code as part of the International Code Coun-
cil family of codes. After witnessing a code hearing 
for the first time, I found it an intense but understand-
able process with which fire chiefs need to be ac-
tively involved. To get to a national requirement for 
residential sprinklers, we need to be involved in this 
code process

niosh issues sAfety guidelines After s.d. toW rope 
trAgedy
Courtesy of Firerescue�.com - News
ATLANTA — A NIOSH report into the death of a 

South Dakota firefighter killed when a tow rope 
smashed through the window of his engine has laid 
out several safety recommendations. 
Thomas “Emmett” Kuehl was among members of 

the Elkton Volunteer Fire Company returning from 
putting out a brush fire in April last year when their 
engine became stuck in soft soil. While trying to dis-
lodge the apparatus, the strap from a tractor tow-
ing the vehicle came off and snapped back to the 
engine, smashing the windshield and striking Kuehl 
in the head. It then continued on its path through 
the back window. Kuehl, 38, who was driving the 
apparatus, died three days later at the Sioux Valley 
Hospital.
According to the report released Wednesday, sev-

eral factors played a role in the death of Kuehl, who 
had been a firefighter for 11 years. One recommen-
dation made by NIOSH is that departments should 
utilize heavy towing equipment when attempting to 
extract apparatus. The tow strap used in the incident 
was approved for the weight of the engine, but the 
shackles at either end were not. Provided by a local 
farmer, the shackles were approved for a 17,000 lb. 

vehicle while the apparatus was in excess of 30,000 
lbs. The report also advises that firefighters or other 
onlookers should clear the area when such an op-
eration is taking place.
Finally, the report recommends that fire depart-

ments should always take care to place apparatus 
in safe locations and be aware of the limitations of 
their vehicles. 
The report states that, “Even on level terrain, an ap-

paratus can become mired in soft ground, sand, or 
mud leaving it vulnerable to being overrun by a fire. 
In this case, the engine was not in danger of being 
overrun by fire because the fire had been contained, 
but the engine was driven into an area that was low 
and muddy and eventually became stuck in the mud. 
This situation resulted in the fire fighters trying to pull 
it out with the aid of a farmer’s tractor which ultimate-
ly led to a fire fighter’s death.”
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stAte to require fire-sAfe cigArettes
Courtesy of tom scheck, Minnesota Public ra-

dio and NPr
June 11, 2007
Firefighters and tobacco control advocates are 

cheering the passage of a new Minnesota law that 
requires cigarettes sold in the state to stop burn-
ing if the smoker stops puffing on them. Supporters 
pushed for the legislation for decades, but met with 
fierce opposition from tobacco companies. Advo-
cates believe the effort passed this year because 
opposition to the bill extinguished itself. 
St. Paul, Minn. — In a year when the debate over 

a statewide smoking ban was front and center in 
the Legislature, another tobacco-related issue was 
barely mentioned, even though it’s been debated for 
20 years. 
“This is the longest life of any bill that I’ve seen, 

from start to finish,” says its sponsor, Sen. John 
Marty, DFL-Roseville, who has been pushing for the 
fire-safe cigarette since 1987. 
a 20-year battle
It may seem counterintuitive to require tobacco 

companies to make a cigarette that stops burning -- 
but Marty and others say it will improve public safety. 
He says cigarettes that self-extinguish are less likely 
to start a fire. 
“Smoking is the No. 1 cause of fire-related fatalities 

in Minnesota -- and it’s 10, 15, 20 lives a year,” says 
Marty. 
For years, firefighters from across the state have 

worked with Marty to persuade lawmakers to pass 
the bill. They would relate tragic stories of children 
who died because a smoker was careless. 
Mike Stockstead, with the Minnesota Professional 

Fire Fighters, says the hope is the law will reduce 
those fire-related deaths. 
“The largest majority of cigarette-started fires are 

from unintended cigarettes that were dropped in the 
couch, people fell asleep in bed, fell out of an ash-
tray. It’s amazing how significant this will be,” says 
Stockstead. 

“This is the longest life of any bill that I’ve seen, 
from start to finish.”
- Sen. John Marty
Each year the bill came up in the past, the tobacco 

companies worked hard to snuff it out. 
Tobacco company lobbyists have testified that the 

technology wasn’t in place to make a fire-safe ciga-
rette; that the chemicals used to create the cigarette 
would cause further harm to smokers; and that a 
patchwork quilt of state laws would make it difficult 
for tobacco companies to follow one standard. 
This year -- there was no opposition. The bill was 

barely mentioned inside the hallways of the Capitol. 
Bill Phelps, a spokesman for Philip Morris, says 

his company would prefer to see a national fire-safe 
cigarette standard enacted. 
“We support a uniform national standard as the best 

way to address the issue. However, while we support 
that national standard, we don’t oppose state legis-
lation as long as it’s consistent with requirements in 
place in other states,” says Phelps. 
In 2004, the state of New York started requiring to-

bacco companies to sell fire-safe cigarettes. Since 
that time, several other states -- now including Min-
nesota -- have passed similar laws. 
Minnesota’s law doesn’t specify how to make the 

cigarette fire safe, but studies have found that ciga-
rettes sold in New York are made with denser pa-
per. 
Anti-smoking advocate Jeanne Weigum says to-

bacco companies abandoned their opposition be-
cause their arguments against fire-safe cigarettes 
went up in flames as more and more states passed 
the laws. 
“The big miracle is there are fire-safe cigarettes in 

Canada, in California and in New York. The tobac-
co industry has lost,” says Weigum. “They know it. 
They know when to cut and run, and they’ve cut and 
run.” 
Minnesota’s law will take effect in December 2008. 
Sen. Marty says it’s bittersweet that a bill he’s lob-
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stAte to require fire-sAfe 
cigArettes (continued from 
page �)

bied to pass for 20 years is now law. He says he 
wonders how many lives would have been saved if 
the bill had become law two decades ago. 

send A kid to the circus, 
sAve A life!

Courtesy of Our Firefighter’s Children’s Foun-
dation
The Rappin Fireman Circus is coming to Pros-

pect Park from September 28th to October 28th. 
The Rappin Fireman Circus is not only entertain-
ing, but educational. The focal point of this event 
is based on educating our community on the im-
portance of fire safety, fire prevention and evacu-
ation under the big top! The New York City Fire 
Department used this program to reach city kids. 
At this time we are asking for your help in sending 
New York City school kids to The Rappin Fireman 
Circus. It’s easy, to provide a child an opportunity 
just pick from any one of the many different spon-
sorship packages. Your life-saving contribution 
to Our Firefighter’s Children’s Foundation, our 
sponsor, is tax deductible. For further information 
pleased call John Ruiz at 646-623-8083.  

“let no child’s ghost come back 
to say that his training let him 

down.”


