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Motivation

If you do not wear your seat belt when riding on the fire truck, if you do
not make your partner put his or her seat belt on, if you drive the fire
truck and all passengers are not buckled up, if you are the officer and you
do not enforce the seat belt policy, if you are a chief officer and do not
hold your company officers accountable, if you are the fire chief and you
know that you do not have a 100% compliance 100% of the time with your
seat belt policy you killed Firefighter Brian Hunton.

-Dr. Burton A. Clark (June 2005) Firehouse Magazine

A 27 yeatold Amarillo firefighter died when he fell from a moving fire department
paratus responding to a structure fire. The Amarillo fire Department received a rq
of a house on fire at 10:00 PM on April 23, 2005. Ladder 1, an American LaFranc
departed Amarillo Station One at 10:01 PM en route to the fire. As Ladder 1 turn
South Van Buren Street onto Ea&t/8/enue, the left rear passenger door on the ap
ratus opened. Firefighter Hunton, who was preparing to don his breathing appar:
fell from the apparatus, striking his head on the street and sustaining severe hea
ries. Firefighter Hunton was not wearing a safety belt. Firefighter Hunton was tr
L2NISR G2 F f20Ff K2aLhAadlt 6KSNB KS
condition deteriorated and he died at 9:53 AM, April 25, 2005 of his injuries. Firef
Christopher Brian Hunton served in the Amatrillo Fire Department for approxima
one year. Firefighter Hunton is survived by his parents.

Amarillo , TX lies less than two hours to the West of Oklahoma
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to capture an academically based, empiri-
cally grounded product that develops the picture of seat belt use among Ol
homa firefighters. Many national statistics will be utilized to show a need fc
this study and explain the findings. The United States Fire Administration |
tracked firefighter fatalities in the United States since 1977 (1). The leading
cause of firefighter fatalities involves heart related injuries caused by stress
and/or overexertion. While cardiac studies are incredibly important, | feel tl
second leading cause is often overlooked.

The intent for this project is to study the second leading cause of fire-
FAIKISNI FILGlFrEAGASE YR GKFEO Aa @S
collisions (MVCs) have accounted for between 20 and 25 percent of firefigt
fatalities annually...Approximately 27 percent of fatalities in MVCs were
ejected from the vehicle at the time of the collision; only 21 percent of thes:
FTANSBTAIKUSNARE 6SNBE NBLR2NISRf& gSI N

This study incorporated firefighters from all across the great state of
Oklahoma and surveyed their behavior toward seat belt use while on duty.
5SLI NIYSyda 2F GFNBAyYy3 (LS | yR a
ture of Oklahoma firefighter behavior as possible. Hopefully, departments
across Oklahoma and America can benefit from this product produced by t
brave men and women of the Oklahoma fire service. It is time for firefighte
to think about themselves so that they can better care for their families and

their community.

(2) http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/fireservice/fatalities/statistics/history.shtm

(2) http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/ff_fat08.pdf (page 22) 2008 is used only to show most recent.
(3) United States Fire Administration. 2002. Firefighter Fatality Retrospective Stud2Q®®0



Abstract Cont.

During this study many references will be presented from the United
States Fire Administration and not specifically the Oklahoma Fire Service.
United States Fire Administration is the best resource as they compile data
from the individual states. The next two pages illustrate the year 2008 date
Firefighter Line of Duty Deaths. The first graph shows fatalities by cause w
cardiovascular and trauma as significant leading causes. This study addre
1KS a4SO2yR fSIFRAY3 OlFdzaS aY2i2N @

The second graph shows fatalities by state. This graph illustrates in w
states suffered firefighter fatalities in 2008. This study addresses Oklahom
However, it is a goal of this project to expand to include the rest of the Unit
{aFrdSa Ay | ablaAazylftfte LyOfdzaAgdS
erably denser population and employ more firefighters than in Oklahoma. °
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United States Fire Service.

Here is a snapshot of the year 2008 fire department vehicle accident r
lated firefighter fatalities: (1) (2)

28 collisions occurred while responding to or returning from an incident
14 of those involved wild land firefighting aircraft incidents

14 ground incidents involved 8 personal vehicles and 6 while responding
Of those 14, Seatbelts were not used in 8 of the 11 where data is known

Of the 8 not wearing seat belts 6 were ejected

(2) http:/lwww.everyonegoeshome.com/media/2009/nov/player.html

(2) Firefighter Fatalities in the United States in 2008 by the United States Fire Administration also available at: http:/fadfsgov/
downloads/pdf/publications/ff_fat08.pdf



Abstract Cont.
2008 Firefighter Line of Duty Deaths by Cause:

2008 FireNighter Line-of-Duly Death Siatistical Data

2008 LODDs by Cause

Asphyxiation Burns/Smoke Cardiovascular Electrocution Trauma Trauma - Violence -
Inhalation GEW
Cause
Everyone oes Homedd Firefighter Lie Safety Inttiafhes Program Updated: February 19, 2008

(2) http://www.everyonegoeshome.com/lodd/2008/LODD_cause.pdf
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2008 Firefighter Line of Duty Deaths by State:

2008 Firefighter Line-af-Duty Death Statistical Data

2008 LODDs by State

Mumber of LODD s

Jonniiinniiiindolin n} I T o
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Everyone Goes Homed FireNghter Lie Safety inltiafives Program Updated: Febnuary 19, 2000

(2) http://www.everyonegoeshome.com/lodd/2008/LODD _state.pdf



Background

The United States Fire Administration (USFA) currently has a five year
plan to reduce firefighter fatalities by 25% and a ten year plan to reduce fire
fighter fatalities by 50% (1). Simply putting your seat belt on as a firefighte
can support this mandate. Interestingly and thankfully, according to this su
vey most fire apparatus in Oklahoma are equipped with seat belts (2).

The United States Fire Administration recommends in its 1990 to 200C
FTANBTAIKOGSNI FlLalfAdeé NBOUNRALISOGAD
cer should make sure that everyone aboard the apparatus is wearing their
aSIFGoStd 0ST2NB Y20Ay3 UKS OSKAOf
fighters Foundation produced 16 life safety initiatives for firefighters in
Tampa, FL in March of 2004. Developing from these initiatives was the Bri
Hunton Firefighter Seat Belt Pledge (4). This pledge is available to all firefi
ers and by signing up they commit themselves to wearing their seat belt ar
increasing firefighter safety. All U.S. firefighters are encouraged to particip:

This project developed primarily out of a conversation with Eric Russe
M.S., MBA. Eric is a retired Fire Captain and current Assistant Professor a
Utah Valley University. We discussed the topic of firefighter safety and bot
agreed that if firefighters would just put their seat belt on, lives could be
saved. Simple and succinct. Thanks to the firefighters of Oklahoma, this [
2S00 KIa LINZ2RERER LA GGUNIENSE 2 F FTANBT
now use this data to improve firefighter safety and achieve a reduction in fi
fighter fatalities outlined by the USFA.

(2) http://lwww.usfa.dhs.gov/fireservice/fatalities/statistics/index.shtm

(2) Appendix A, page 6

(3)United States Fire Administration. 2002. Firefighter Fatality Retrospective Stud20®®0
(4) http:/leveryonegoeshome.com/newsletter/2006/june/pledge.htmi






Overview

In analyzing the seat belt use of Oklahoma firefighters, this study first
analyzes the appropriate laws. Interestingly, the current Federal Motor Car
rier Safety Administration (49CFR 390.3{f}{5}) exempts the occupants of fir
trucks and rescue vehicles from wearing seat belts while involved in emer-
gency and related operations (1). Some states (for example Georgia) also
empt emergency vehicles from seat belt laws. Oklahoma does not but it dt
exempt emergency vehicles from child restraint laws (2). Local jurisdiction:
also set their standard operating procedures with most (for example Okla-
homa City) requiring firefighters to wear their seat belts (3). The National F
t NPGSOGAZ2Y 1 8a20A1GA2Y | faz2 AaadzS
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This study performs a quantitative analysis of the seat belt use among
Oklahoma firefighters. The electronic survey was distributed to 2419 fire-
fighters across 17 different Oklahoma fire departments. The fire departmel
varied from municipal to rural, career, volunteer, and combination to federa
military, tribal, and contract. The 588 responses show a 24.3% response r
among recipients with 96.3% successfully completing the survey. The sun
were sent to Oklahoma Fire Chiefs across the state. The proactive chiefs t
disseminated the surveys to their personnel. The results provide a realistic
view of the seat belt use among Oklahoma firefighters. This study intends
educate the fire service with a data set they can use to improve upon curre
seat belt practices, hopefully leading to a reduction in injuries and fatalities

(2) http://lwww.fmcsa.dot.gov/rulesregulations/administration/fmcsr/fmcsrruletext.aspx?reg=r49CFR390.3
(2) http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/staticfiles/DOT/NHTSA/Traffic%20Injury%20Control/Articles/Associated%20Files/RestraintLawsDefc2008.
(3) Oklahoma City Standard Operation Procedure ADN 046 Administration

(4)Fahy R, LeBlanc P, Molis J. [2007]. Firefighter fatalities studiesi1877c Y 2 KI 4 Qa OKI y3ISR 2 dSNIulyKS |
August 2007, pp.-%


https://mail.okstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=88e52ea7ef984e2b9c166fb5a26dcd63&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nhtsa.dot.gov%2fstaticfiles%2fDOT%2fNHTSA%2fTraffic%2520Injury%2520Control%2fArticles%2fAssociated%2520Files%2fRestraintLawsDec2008.pdf




